KING GEORGE VI CENTRE

Emails: ilhussey@ecoweb.co.zw& kgb@ecoweb.co.zw

Another term ends, although this one somewhat beferexpected as the government suddenly
announced we would break two weeks early becauskedfions. Thus leaving us with a
horrifying 15 weeks of school next term!

Despite having more boarders than ever before we had to take in another two extras with
another one expected next term. First there waa®the needy day scholar whose family
couldn’t afford to send him to school. He came ibbarding at the beginning of term and has
proved to be a very lively young man. One of fin& things he managed to do was to break his
leg and then entertained the doctors who atterwrt by complaining about the pain in all
three languages at the same time! Shepard’s mdibeiin January leaving him as our newest
orphan and we agreed to help the extended famitglkipig him into boarding. Honest is one of
our new senior students, very bright but againrphan. He arrived at KGVI with 2 broomsticks
for crutches and no boarding fees at all. Of #thadw children taken in this term 6 were unable
to pay fees. However, if we don’t continue toetd@k academic children the secondary school
cannot keep going so we decided to introduce atiemaiz bursary. This means that we now
have to find the funds or bursaries for 65 childoeihat least this fills the school and hostel with
bright children with better prospects. Actuallytl be 66 children as next term we have agreed
to take in Buhle, a little deaf girl whose grandheatlives some 20 kms out of town and can no
longer manage the daily bus trip!

Sadly this is not the end of our responsibilitiesie are finding more and more families who
cannot cope. Because of the ever-rising numbehitifren with social problems we have
appointed one of our houseparents to take on thlk @fa social worker. MaNyathi talks to the
children, visits family members and makes recomragads for the best support for both the
child and the family. For instance this holiday $& making regular visits to 3 families to make
sure the children are properly cared for. Laizanis of our problem children who was
continually in trouble during the term for stealifngm the other girls in her house. During
counselling sessions it came out that Laiza isel@$ply worried about her home situation where
she and several other orphans are cared for byerburdenedsogo(grandmother). For the last
two terms Laiza has come back to school having kegnill during the holidays. A visit to the
home revealed the pressure the old lady was umdkih@ poverty in the home. Laiza’s thieving
miraculously cleared up once we were able to adsereve would visit during the holidays and
keep and eye on her health. Progress is anottierirl whose family needed help. When she
didn't come back to school at the beginning of tdaiNyathi went to visit and found the family
in such poverty that they couldn’t even afford s fare for Progress. During her visit at the
end of the term she found the family in an evenseatate with no food in the house and reports
of only managing one meal a day. Reluctantly weeghem some basic foodstuffs but this is not
the way we want to support our children, this wagmergency measure. Progress was one of 3
children who we had to give supplementary foochte term. Why are these things not being
handled by the department of Social Welfare? Tissvar is simple, no funds, no staff and too
many problems with the net result that they do Vigttg.

On a happier note, January brought the returneofthiss gang — successful, matured and full of
confidence. They had a wonderful time and madesseeny good friends. Their own fund
raising concerts were a great success and thepgfiodaction received rave reviews. Our hope is
that one day they will be able to go back and taitin the Hora theatre and maybe also teach
traditional Zimbabwean music to some of the Switmsels. This proved a very successful
aspect of their tour and one we would like to expliurther. The three have spent the term
trying to fit back into their own lives after theaitement of Switzerland; Prudence is back at



school, Fibion is continuing with his art coursel &haris has been helping with the KGVI music
programme while working on his application to LIFAthe UK. In Switzerland he managed to
raise nearly half the amount needed for his feésvieware still struggling to find the rest,
especially as we now find he will have to stayeif satering accommodation and we will have to
pay someone to do his cooking — unless he livedans bars for the year!

Through the kind assistance of several people Ragleas given an electric wheelchair in
Switzerland. What an amazing difference this haderto her life and her confidence. Anna
Scott who was instrumental in the whole procegs wislthat Prudence knew how to work the
wheelchair the minute she was placed inlithave been dreaming about this so long | think |
learnt in my dreamssays Prudence! The first thing she did was temblack on everyonejust
because | canl have learnt not to underestimate the importamicthis instrument of
independence! Prudence dreams of being able thénself a house with the money she made in
Switzerland. What a wonderful achievement this lekdoe for the girl whose family only ever

see her disability.

Both Pharis and Prudence were key factors in timadtion of the new KGVI band. Fifteen
musically minded youngsters spent the term puttiggther an interesting compilation of modern
music. Combining marimba, piano, keyboard, drishakers and voices some impressive
numbers emerged, from the Phil Collins number Reea@dung by Pharis) to Gwantanamera (sung
in Spanish by Prudence!). The teacher we hirechdeled perfection and his students responded
admirably. Although the marimba is a loud instrmtr@nd not easy to combine with singing, the
boys mastered the ability to play in a lively buteg way. A concert of six songs was well
received at a musical evening arranged at KGVlasd at one of the senior schools. In fact it
was so well received at the school that the tegalere unable to contain the excitement of the
students and our musicians ran the risk of beirggron by 2000 lively schoolboys! Next term the
show will be taken to 4 other senior schools asway of thanking them for their support in the
past. How good it feels to be able to give sonmgtthiack for a change.

Four of the musicians are new Form 1 students wihpjoined us at the beginning of the term.
Meli, Samson, Goodwell and Honest are a lively luwwbo very quickly became part of the
KGVI family. However they have presented us witijon problems in the rehabilitation
department as they all arrived with outgrown prests which needed urgent (and expensive)
updates and repairs. Nearly all of our new stuglbate proved to be interesting characters
giving us a new lease of life in the houses. &lhgays interesting to watch the confidence grow
in the new children. They come in quiet, withdraavd subdued but by the end of the first term
they are lively, chatty and full of mischief.

An interesting development at the school is thelgahintegratiorinto KGVI. Integration of
disabled children into normal schools has long meiea tossed around. By taking in many of
the children of our staff as well as some stud&ots the locality, the school has in fact become
internally integrated. Most classes now have adedinl mix of disabled and non-disabled. This
benefits both groups of children as the disabletifere accepted and the non-disabled become
more aware and more caring. It has also improwatld bur academic and sporting programmes.
It is important to note that we do not take thdsi&doen into boarding and we make sure that no
disabled children are disadvantaged in the clagss00

As usual the term has been full of highs and loWsere was Ayanda who refused to attend
homework sessions and who has presented us wittvioeinal problems since he first arrived as
a little boy. In total contrast there is David wiis made himself indispensable. If there is any
outing to be arranged David is there checking upsts, transport, venues — we had arranged for
a group of the deaf kids to attend a dance exbibéind had carefully pinned up the list of those
to attend but forgotten to say where they had {agen the driver had not picked up on this but



David soon put us right. He was the prop man lkttie KGVI band — making sure all the
instruments got to the right place, sorting outrey electrical connections etc etc. David is now
16 and not very academic. However the way heirsggee will be our next maintenance man —
we couldn’t manage without his sharp organisatickdls!

The term also brought us face to face once agdmaour poor communication skills with our
deaf students. Some problems in Rainbow Houseenhest of our older deaf girls live, made
us realise that we are still not ‘listening’ oranfing enough. Sindile, our deaf teacher explained
to us how difficult it is for deaf people to lethetrs know about their problems — in fact to
communicate emotions. Some changes will be neeeeicterm and we will all have to improve
our sign language. At least we have been ableldn the academic side by providing special
homework sessions for the O level deaf studentspwfse undertaken in sign language by
Sindile. Dadaya carefully supervises homeworklfierothers every evening and by their own
choice weekday TV has been banned! Our Youth Coreendf elected children from the units
and supervised by Samantha has been instrumerstalviimg several problems. At the beginning
of term they and the school and hostel prefecemdéd a weekend leadership at Masiye Camp.

Sadly our end of term problems continue. This tieehad all the new Form 1 students in the
office pleading with us to phone relatives — mdshem are orphans. When the long suffering
Precious and Samantha were able to trace theswdltelatives they had none of them made any
plans to get their young relatives home. Obvioitslya case of out of sight, out of mind.

Finally we had to pay bus fares for 6 children aedd them home with requests to the family to
reimburse the money. These children are very happyGVI in the term but they hate the idea
of not having family claim them for the holiday&s we have been expecting for some time this
holiday we were left with two unclaimed childrerlds, the deaf girl who lost her mother at the
end of last year and Thakazalela who used to beatetl by an unwilling auntie. We suspect
that Ellen’s young brother (her guardian) is prapalarrying out some illegal gold panning to try
and earn a living while Thakazalela’s family arstjoot interested. Both children have been
taken in by staff members and not surprisinglyvery happy with the arrangement. From our
point of view however, we now have to chase uddhglies and try and persuade them to
maintain the link. Our holiday home for unclaingdldren seems to be looming closer!

It has not been an easy term, not helped by thiesntike of prices. In the last newsletter |
wrote that we were spending over 50 million Zimldiid per month to run KGVI. It is horrifying

to have to report that this has now risen to oem@lion — at the official bank rate this is
14,516USD but at the escalating black market tag=7,500! Actually either is frightening! Not
only do we have to contend with this but we are fawed with shortages once again. Life seems
to go round in circles in this country so the sgrablems keep coming back to torment us. This
time it is fuel, coal and now most worrying of aliealie meal. Add to all this the continuing
exodus of teachers which next term takes both ead fand deputy head, you will see that we
have our hands full. Thank goodness for so masyilimg children to keep us motivated!

One of our very kind supporters recently sent soroaey with the messagé am sure this is
only a drop in the oceanHowever in such a dry counteyery drop helps to keep us alive. |
hope you all know how much we do appreciate and gear continued support. As the local
Ndebele saying godsngadinwa Lakusasa literally,don’t get tired tomorrow Thank you so
very much from us all and please don’t give up sewen though our country continues to fall
apart around us!
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Shepard, Progress and Ocean



